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TOWARDS A EURO-M EDITERRANEAN
HIGHER EDUCATION & RESEARCH AREA

First Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Conference
on Higher Education and Scientific Research
(Cairo Declaration - 18 June 2007

Almog twelve years have elapsed since the laundhing of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership
(Barcelona Process), which conditutes with its main pillars (Political / Economc/ Sodo-
Cultural as well as Migration, Sodal Integration, Jugice and Security) a unique framework
for diadlogue and co-opeaation beween the two shores of the Mediterranean, based on co-
ownership and common interest.

This partnership aims at achieving a common area of peace, stability and progerity, as well
as enauring a better knowledge and promoting mutud undestanding among peoples across
the Mediterranean.

To date, the issue of education and RTDI did not receive the sufficient attention it merits in
the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership. Only at the Barcelona Summit, Euromed Partners have
recognised for thefirst time in the Five-Y ear Work Programme the crudal role of eduction
for political, soda and economic development, as well as the mgor impartance of the
research, innovdion and Human Resources Development as a key to modenization. The
Monitoring Committee for Euro-Mediterranean Coopeation (MOCO) in RTD was initiated
and meets regularly since 1996 providing valuable input to bi-regiond S& T Coopeation,
inter alia to the Framework Programmes.

In this vein, the 8th Euromed Ministers of Foreign Affairs agreed in Tampere (27-28
Novembe 2006)upontheimportance of convening the First Euro-Mediterranean Ministeria

Conference on Highe Education and Scientific Research, which represents alandmerk step in



thisregard.

Building on the objectives and actions stipulated in the Five-Year Work Programme of the
BarcelonaSummit and onthe gods of the Catania Declaration 2006;

Recognising the importance of literacy, primary, seconday, higha eduction and technical
and vocationd education and training for the development of the human capital of theregion;

Undelining the necessity of reduang disparities in eductiond achievement between
Euro-Mediterranean counties unde internationdly recognized educion standads as well
as facilitating the mobility and employability of sudents and researchers and suppoting the

econonic development of theregion;

Emphasising aso the urgent need to suppot a labour market based reform of Education,
induding Technical, Vocationd Eduction and Training as well as convagence to

frameworks of qudifications

Investing the oppotunities provided by new information and communication technologies
tha alow bolstering distance learning and permanent training systems in the Euromed area;

Acknowledging the necessity to structure the collaboration beween high qudity training
inditutions and Centres of Excellence in order to uphold the development of a Euro-

Mediterranean research area;

Stressing the need to link the indudrial and produdive sectors through coopeation in the
scientific and technological fields based onthe condusonsof the Sixth Euromed Conference
of Ministers for Indugry, and in particular thoe related to the promotion of innovaion and

compditiveness,

Undelining the importance of Euromed coopeation in suppoting the development and
modernisation processes in highe eduction, especially throughthe TEMPUS programme, as
well as fodering the RTDI in coopeation with Mediterranean Partna Counties, in paticular
throughthe 7th Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development (FP7);
Welcoming the Erasmus MundusExternad Coopeation Window and the progects offered by



the Euromed scholarship scheme for university students and highe educion staff from
Partner counties endorsed by the Euro-Mediterranean Summit in 2005 which will add to the
existing funding oppatunities both by European Union Membe States and Mediterranean
patnes,

With the aim of uphobing the EUG commitment at the Barcelona Summit to increase
significantly funding devoted to eduction in the Mediterranean region throughEU assistance
and Mediterranean partners naiond plans and raise eduction as a priority sector within the
ENPI;

In this regad the Slovenian initiative for the establishment of a Euro-Mediterranean
University will conditute an important step forward through a coopeation nework of

existing universities.

The Euromed Ministers reaffirm the commitment to implement the relevant objectives of the
Five-Year Work Programme of the Barcelona Summit and of the Assodation Agreement, as
well as the European NeighbouhoodPolicy Action Plans They agree tha Highe Eduction,
Research and Innovdion should be defined as a priority sector within the Euromed

Partnership.

This Conference aims at:

A. In Higher Education:

I Creating a Euromed Higher Education Area:

1. Approximating the Euromed Highe Education Systems;

2. Promotion of a Permanent Euromed University Forum;

3. Promoting Educationd Innovaion and Information and Communication
Technologies (ICT);

4. Promoting mobility throughexchanges of highe eduation students, teachers,
researchers and administrators,

5. Enhandng paticipaion in the Erasmus Mundus Externd Coopeation
Window.

B. In Research and Innovation:



Towardsthe creation of a Euromed Research Area:

1. Modenizing Science and Technology, R&D pdicies in the Mediterranean
Partner Countries,

2. Suppoting Inditutiond Capecity Building, induding human and research
infrastructure devel opment;

3. Enhandng the paticipaion of the Mediterranean Partne Counties in the
Framework Programmes while taking into account thar particular needs as
well as areas of mutud interest and benefit between EU and Mediterranean
Partner Countries,

4. Promoting innovdion in the Mediterranean Partner Countries and enhandng
exploitation of the RTD outputs by sodety andindudry;

5. Favouring mobility of researchers;

6. Enhandng paticipaion of the Mediterranean Partner Countiesin the"People’
Specific Proggamme of FP 7.

With a view to contibuing to the abovementional objectives, Ministers commit to

undetake appropriate measures to realise thefollowing actions

1. Approximation of the Euromed Higher Education systems with relevance to the

Bologna process and ECTS system. This could be achieved through the following

actions

a

Structured coopeation to promote the comparability and readability of Highe
Education systems in the Euromed area, notably throughthe further development
of the current MERIC network, aiming to facilitate the recognition of merits;
Coopeation, induding technical assistance through existing schemes to establish
Education and Training pahs based on systems of compaable tranderable
credits,

Suppot Mediterranean Partner Counties in the establishment of comparable
Qudity Control and Accreditation schemes;

Develop - pardléd to highe eduction reform - initiatives to suppot market-based
reform in thefield of Technical, Vocationd Eduction & Training (TVET);
Ingitutiond Capecity Buildingand Human Resource Development by suppoting
joint teaching and training programmes for academic, technical and administrative



staff;
f. Coopeation, induding through existing schemes to increase the relevance of the
awarded degrees to the Mediterranean Partner Countries labour market needs

2. Support the implementation of the Euromed University Forum objectives, notably:

a Promotion of knowedgeand information sodety;

b Improvement of qudity of education and research;

c Encourage collaboration and dialogueamong higher education inditutions
d. Increase the efficiency of highea education ingitutions

e Increase theinvolvement of civil sodety in eduction.

3. Exploit the use of innovative methodologies and ICT to enhance Higher Education.
This could be achieved throughthefollowing actions
a.  Coopeation beween Euromed Distance universities,
b. Coopeation aiming at the creation of a Mediterranean Digital Library and portal
induding trandation between Euromed languayes.

4. Enhancing participation to a Euromed Scholarship Scheme in the framework of the
Erasmus MundusExternd Coopeation Window, induding by providing a more flexible
framework and by studying the possibilities of joint funding to alow increased
paticipdion.

5. Support Euromed Higher Education Programmes. This could be achieved throughthe
following actions

a Sudan the TEMPUS Programme with a more strategic orientation through
university neworks and paticipaion of Highe Education ministries,
b. Strengthen the paticipaion of the Mediterranean Partner Counties universities

in the Erasmus MundusActions

6. Integration of the Mediterranean Partner Countries in the European Research
Area. This could be achieved throughthefollowing actions
a.  Promotion of linksbetween centres of excellence in the Euromed region;
b. Promotion of joint neworks of Excellence in fields of mutud interest, e.g.
renewable energy, biotechnology, environment, etc.;
c. Promotion of regiond initiativesin RTDI,



d. Promotion of contact points in Mediterranean Partner Counties Universities and
research Ingitutes to disseminate information and promote participaionin FP7,;

e. Promotion of Nationd fundsin Mediterranean Partner Counties for Scientific
Research and Development;

f. Explore the posibility of co-finance by Mediterranean Partner Counties in FP7
for coordinated activities,;
Enhance the participaion of Mediterranean Partne Countiesin FP7;

h. Coopeationin capecity buildingin:

i.  Formulating research projects;

ii. Particular areas of mutud interest.

7. Promoteinnovation, knowledge-sharing and itsreturn on the Industry and economy
in Mediterranean Partner Countries. This coud be achieved through the following
actions

a. Promotion of the creation of naiond and regional innovaion fundswithin the
Mediterranean Partner Counties to suppot innovdion and exploitation of
research outputs by indugry;

b. Implementation of the &uromed Innovaion & Technology Programme( which
aims at developing innovaivenessin Bugness firms (esp. SMEs);

c. Promote the participaion of Mediterranean Partne Counties in activities related
to innovdion, induding unde the EU Compditiveness and Innovdion
Programme (CIP);

d. Deveop Capecity buildingin R&D and innovdion management.

8. Enhance Effective Mobility in the Euromed region. This could be achieved through
thefollowing actions
a. Egablishing Mobility Centers and Portals as well as promoting mobility contact
points in the Mediterranean Partner counties,
b. Establishing naiond programmes of mobility and open access to incoming
mobility from EU Member States to Mediterranean Partner Countries;

In this framework, Ministers make a call to facilitate exit and entry procedures, indudng visa
procedures for students, researchers and teachers among Euromed counties.



9. Attain Brain Circulation and Knowledge Dissemination. This could be achieved
throughthefollowing actions

a.  Suppot to expdriate researchers through neworking oppotunities and alowing
periodic research sabbaticalsto counties of origin;

b. Promotion of aregiond nework of Ingitutes for Advanced Studies & Research,
through which European Academic Ingitutions coopeate with selected
Mediterranean Partner CountriesOUniversities to form the best human capital;

c. Address theissues linked to brain circulation, natably through strengthening the
return phase in the different mobility programmes.

Implementation & Follow-up:

The existing Monitoring Committee for Euro-Mediterranean Coopeation in RTD will be
complemented, as appropriate, with the creation of an expet group so as to cover Highe
Education, with a view to implementing the conference objectives, ddiverables and actions.
They will meet periodically, or as required, to review the achieved progress and report to the
Euromed Committee, notlater than the second semester of 2008

The second Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Conference on Higha Education and Scientific
Research, will be hdd in 2009 to assess the achievements made in this regard, as well as
promoting further co-opeaation.



